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The most significant threat to regeneration of native species in a remnant is livestock access. Livestock 
grazing can lead to the loss of species, prevent woody plant recruitment and result in a shift in 
vegetation from perennial to annual dominance.

Aims of a grazing regime in your patch:

• Encourage native species regeneration

• Improve vegetation structure

• Reduce nutrient enrichment from stock

• Reduce annual weediness

• Minimise loss of ground cover and 
exposure of soils to erosion

• Promote summer growing native  
grasses and herbs

Typical grazing regimes often mean stock have spring or 
summer access to native remnant patches. Over time, this will 
cause the selective removal of summer active native species. 
The presence or absence of Spider Grass, a summer- active 
species, can tell you what type of regime to adopt to balance 

conservation and stock needs.

8 heavily grazed remnant with no 
understorey and bare ground.

3	managed remnant with good 
understorey and ground cover.

Spider Grass
Enteropogon  
acicularis
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Using Spider Grass as an indicator species to 
manage your patch
Spider Grass is a common, widespread and easy to identify summer-active perennial. It grows  
on many soils from sandy loams to clays, is 45– 105cm high and flowers from spring to autumn.

If Spider Grass is NOT common, to promote summer-active species you should:
1. Only allow stock access in the winter months to protect Spider Grass in its growing season.
2. Exclude stock from the patch between late August and March when the grass is flowering.
3. When grazing your remnant patch vary the grazing regime for example:

Year 1 - Low density grazing for 3-4 months (4 x average dry sheep equivalent)
Year 2 - High density grazing for 1-2 months (10 x average dry sheep equivalent)
Year 3 - Moderate density grazing for 2-3 months (5 x average dry sheep equivalent)
3 years should be long enough to observe an increase in summer active species. 

If Spider Grass is common in your patch, to give all native species a break period you should:
Ideally, exclude stock and rest your patch for an extended period (10+years) to allow natural regeneration. This period could 
be started in a year predicted to be wet. If stock cannot be excluded for the full period allow for a long break where the 
patch isn’t grazed. If you need to graze in a drought year it is preferable to use the short term, high density grazing strategy.

Tips to remember when grazing in your remnant patch
•	Inspect soil surface and biological soil crust following grazing to ensure soil disturbance is not excessive.
•	In a drought year rest your patch and exclude all stock if you are able, if this is not possible selectively 

graze your remnant patches at the high density. 
•	In late breaking years graze for shorter periods.
•	Maintain an appropriate level of perennial cover and don’t graze to bare earth.
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Enteropogon acicularis




