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Planning for a profitable pasture
In 2005-06 the gross value of production of the Australian sheep industry was $2,142 million, up 62% from 1995-96. During this same time period sheep numbers have reduced from 121 million to 103 million, down 15% (ABARE, 2006). 
While there is money to be made in sheep, a run with below average years has made it harder to get stock over the feed gap between February and May. This has resulted in a need to investigate pasture varieties that can act as an alternative feed source to stored grain and hay. 
Perennial Pastures for Profit in the Mallee and Wimmera is a BCG project funded by the National Landcare Program which is aimed at developing profitable grazing systems that can work within current farming systems and bridge the autumn feed gap.  

Over the 2006 season this project reviewed some of the existing pastures species being used the Mallee and Wimmera plus investigated some species being used elsewhere in the world in an attempt to identify the best pasture options for use in the Wimmera Mallee environment. 
As a result of this review nine sites were sown with a range of perennial pastures including lucerne, fescue, phalaris, cocksfoot and saltbush. The results were varied with pastures establishing in only five of the sites. However, it is interesting to see how well a new pasture stand can establish in a decile 1 year. The below photographs are of a stand of phalaris which was sown at Mick McLoughlan’s property south of Birchip on 14th July 2006. These photographs were taken on the 4th December. Ongoing investigation into pasture species will continue throughout 2007 and 2008 with a further eleven pasture sites to be established. Stock will also be introduced to these sites in an attempt to identify the best grazing management strategies for the pastures species being trialed.  

2007 could very well be the year to successfully establish a stand of perennial pasture to fill the feed gap in 2008. Stay tuned for upcoming ‘sticky beak’ days which will cover species selection, and how to pick pasture sites and modify your machinery to get the best pasture stands. Further information on this project is available on the BCG website at www.bcg.org.au.     
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