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	Travel Award 

Final Report




	GRDC Reference Number:
	IDA 00025


Person Traveling: Claire Browne

                                Adam Roll

                               Mick Brady

                               Josh Pearse

                               Rachel Boyle

                               Lee Lanyon

                                Karl Hooke

                               Lynk McClelland



Position:  One Technical Officer from BCG, five farmers, one finanical advisor and one agronomist
Mailing Address: 
73 Cumming Ave



Birchip



Vic



3483
Telephone: 03 54 922 787 
Facsimile: 03 54 922 753
Email: info@bcg.org.au
Organisation: Birchip Cropping Group
ACN or legal name: Birchip Cropping Group Inc
ABN: 92 087 981 510
Administrative contact: Kellie Matthews
Position: Extension Support
Mailing Address: 
73 Cumming AVe



Birchip



Vic



3483
Telephone: 03 54 922787
Facsimile: 03 54 922753
Email: extension@bcg.org.au
Project Supervisor: Fiona Best
Position: Extension Manager
Telephone: 03 54 922787
Facsimile: 03 54 922753
Email: fiona@bcg.org.au
Name of conference attended / reason for travel: 2020 Vision – Supporting Young Farmers for Sustainable Communities
Relevance to your area of work / discipline: Ten years of below average rainfall has taken its toll on the morale of young people living and working in the Mallee/Wimmera region.  The purpose of this trip is to instill enthusiasm and confidence in the younger farming generation and form a network of keen, enthusiastic young cropping farmers across the Wimmera/Mallee to ensure confidence about farming in the future.  
To provide a tour where young farmers can discuss with industry representatives and other farmers new technology and innovations and other industry issues which will affect them in the future.  

Travel destination: Adelaide's research facilites/Lower Eyre Peninsula/Upper Eyre Peninsula
Travel / Conference dates:

 Commence: 24/08/2008

Finish: 29/08/2008
Relevant to GRDC program area (please select from the following options):
Varieties


Practices


Gene discovery

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Agronomy, soils and environment
 FORMCHECKBOX 



Germplasm enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Crop protection


 FORMCHECKBOX 



Wheat and barley breeding  

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Validation and integration
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pulse / oilseed breeding 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Extension & grower programs

 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Products




New farm products


 FORMCHECKBOX 




New grain products
  

 FORMCHECKBOX 




Was the itinerary completed as originally proposed?  If not, detail variations and reasons why.

There were some slight changes.  Below is the final itinerary. 

Sunday 24th August

2.30pm
            Meet at the Birchip Airfield and board plane

3.00pm
            Depart Birchip Airfield

5.00pm
            Arrive at Parafield Airport

6.00pm
            Arrive at Jackson’s hotel and unpack

7.00pm
            Dinner at a local resturant. (Dinner was supposed to be with Geoff Thomas and Nigel 
                         Wilhelm from Low Rainfall Collaboration Group (LRCG) however Nigel was on annual
                         leave and Geoff had a family emergency.) 

Monday 25th August

7.00am
             Breakfast

8.15am
             Leave hotel with belongings and walk to the Waite Institute

8.30am
             Arrive at Waite and visit the Australian Centre Plant Functional Genomics, Alan Mackay 

                          (root disease testing) and Sean Mason (P testing) 

12.30pm
Have lunch at the Waite with Geoff Thomas
1.00pm
             Depart the Waite institute and catch taxi to Coopers Brewery 

1.30pm
             Tour of Cooper’s Brewery

4.00pm
             Depart Coopers for Parafield Airport

5.00pm
             Plane departs from Parafield

6.00pm
             Arrive in Port Lincoln (traveled to Port Lincoln Monday instead of Tuesday so that we 

                          could have a full day of activities in Port Lincoln)
6.45pm
             Arrive at Marina Hotel and unpack

7.30pm
             Dinner and explore the town
Tuesday 26th August

7.00am
             Breakfast

8.30am
             Charter boat departs from pier

12.30pm
Return from fishing.  Grab some lunch and have quick shower

1.30pm 
Farm tours around Port Lincoln with Kieren Wauchope from Lower Eyre Agricultural

                          Development Association (LEADA)
7.00 pm
Tea with LEADA members at Marina Hotel
Wednesday 27th August

8.00am
             Leave Hotel and travel to airport

8.30am
             Depart Port Lincoln 

9.30am
             Arrive in Kimba and check in at hotel

10.00am
Meet with Leigh Fitzgerald (the president of Buckleboo Farm Improvement Group - BFIG)
                         and undertake farm tours around Buckleboo and Kimba
7.00pm 
Tea with BFIG members
Thursday 28th August

7.00am  
Breakfast

8.15am 
Leave hotel and travel to airport

8.45am 
Depart Kimba

11am
             Arrive Wudinna.  
11.30am
Arrive at the Minnipa Agricultural Centre (MAC) and visit various on farm trials

12.45pm
Lunch with Sam Doudle who will talk about MAC
2pm
             Visit various trial sites on farm

6.30pm  
Dinner at Minnipa pub with Eyre Peninsula Agriculture Research Foundation (EPARF)

                         members/local farmers

 
            Return to Wudinna hotel
Friday 29th August

7.30am
             Breakfast

8.30am
             Depart hotel for airport

9.00am
             Depart Wudinna

11.00am
Stop to re-fuel plane

1.00pm
             Arrive in Birchip 



Did you present a paper? If so what  was its title?

(Please attach to this final report a copy of any presentations made at the conference or subsequently as a result of the visit/travel)

The participants of the study group each submitted a report on what they saw and it has been collated into a report called "2020 Vision Industry Tour to South Australia."
What were the main findings, benefits or lessons learnt? How do you propose to apply these to your current area of work / discipline?

*  Development of professional networks

*  Exposure to new ideas, innovations and approaches

*  Got to know people personally and enhance industry networks

*  Collected ideas for future trials and directions for BCG to undertake

*  Glad that we don't have to delve our soil

*  Axe wheat - a really short variety wheat that only requires two decent rainfall events to produce a yield

*  Cell grazing on unarable land is extremely profitable - as it utilises uncroppable land while fattening lambs
*  Possess a better understanding of beer making and why there are certain specifications placed upon barley at harvest
*  It is possible to cell graze 4000 DSE on unarable land

*  It is essential to keep ryegrass numbers to a minimum each year

*  The best rotation at Kimba is continuous cropping of wheat

*  Grain marketing is difficult in the Upper Eyre Peninsula as they are located so far from Adelaide and ABB owns all the silos in the surrounding area
*  Although Port Lincoln farmers grow high yielding crops, they also have high input costs as N is freely leached through the soil and P is tied up.  

*  Peaola - is where canola is sown with peas.  The idea is that the canola helps the peas stay upright by growing up the canola stem.  The other advantage is that nitrogen is being returned to the soil the same year that canola is removing it.  However it is essential to have the right soil type
An idea or concept that you can apply to own farm or to BCG from participants:
*  Take home their enthusiam and inspiration

*  Be proactive and start managing for herbicide resitance now

*  Reassess the role of livestock on farm

*  Learn from one another in the group and take home as much information/ideas as possible
*  Be involved in trial work and keep interested in what is going on

*  Conduct trials on own farm - such as having a control strip at sowing and turning off the fertiliser on a run to see assess what happens

*  A pasture cropping trial

*  More sheep trials 

*  Conduct a trial with Axe wheat and Mundah barley to see how it grows over here

How do you propose to communicate the knowledge gained from your travel award? Suggest potential ways your report information could be disseminated and to whom (This does not apply to commercial-in-confidence information).

BCG has a strong commitment to share information between growers, researchers and the grains industry.  The findings of the travel will be disemminated to Victorian farmers through the following communication channels:

*  Each participant who attended the trip is writing a small article about the trip to be placed in each of their local newspapers along with some photos.
*  A report has been posted on the BCG webpage and the full participant report can be downloaded

*  Report prepared for all participants of the week's activities

*  Lynk McClelland will make a small presentation to BCG General Committee 
*  Report written up in the bi-monthly BCG newsletter received by members, sponsors and friends of BCG for October 2008 edition.    

*  A meeting was conducted on the 17th of September with all 2020 vision members.  The group that travelled to South Australia discussed what they saw and the main take home messages from the trip with the other group members.  After the formal meeting, dinner was provided, allowing discussion to continue about what they witnessed while on the trip.  
*  A poster was made, highlighting particular aspects of their trip that was showcased at the BCG Main Field Day.  Some of the participants were present to answer or discuss key elements of their trip with interested people.

Identify and outline potential opportunities or alliances (both national and international collaboration linkages) that will benefit the Australian grains industry from your travel. 

The farmers/advisors who went on the trip now have contacts with growers/researchers from SA which will pave the way for future discussions and visits.  This has already been demonstrated by LEADA (Lower Eyre Agricultural Development Association) bringing 16 farmers to Victoria to attend BCG's Main Field Day.  The next day, on their return to Melbourne airport, they stopped for a farm tour of Karl Hookes property.  Karl was one of the 2020 Vision Industry participants to South Australia.  
What are your recommendations for future activities/opportunities for the Australian grains industry?

BCG participants found this trip to be an informative and inspiring trip. The group witnessed many new innovations and technologies but their main highlight was conversing with other farmers from different areas about agriculture.  This ranged from grain marketing to cell grazing.  BCG will now implement some of the recommendations from the groups report and engage participants in future advisory roles.     
Reporting requirements check list

	Have you provided the GRDC with:
	Due:
	Complete
	Will be provided separately

	Four (4) signed copies of the final report?


	Within one (1) month of the travel completion date
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	An electronic copy of the final report emailed to forms@grdc.com.au? 


	Within one (1) month of the travel completion date
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Four (4) copies of any additional information and presentation materials associated with the travel award?
	Within one (1) month of the travel completion date
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	A Form C? 

A Form C is a statement of expenditure of the funds certified to be true and correct by a representative of your organisation who is authorised to sign financial statements (the template for this statement can be downloaded from the GRDC’s website: http://www.grdc.com.au/director/apply/ - Form C).
	Within three (3) months of the travel completion date
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



The final 25% of this award will only be paid once the GRDC has received and approved the Final Report and Form C. A valid tax invoice for the final 25% is also required unless your organisation has an arrangement with the GRDC for a Recipient Created Tax Invoice (RCTI).
Signature of Applicant  FORMTEXT 

     



Date      
Signature of Employer      



Date      
Last modified 20 July 2007


