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It is with pleasure that I welcome you to 
the 2015 BCG Season Research Results.

Our research this year focused on stubble 

management strategies, variety assessments, 

time of sowing, livestock and farming systems, 

effective weed management and efficient 

nutrition applications, to name a few. All research 

trials aimed to ‘build a better bottom line’ for 

the farm business (BCG’s theme for 2015). If we 

have helped farmers to turn field research into 

profitability, we have done our job well.

This year we marked the ‘end of an era’ with the 

official conclusion of BCG’s Farming Systems trial 

site at Jil Jil. The longest running field trial of 

its kind in Australia, the site made comparisons 

between different farming systems – ‘hungry 

sheep’, ‘fuel burner’, ‘reduced tilt’ and ‘no-till’ 

– and delivered a range of valuable research 

findings to Wimmera and Mallee farmers.

In 2015, BCG ran over 100 varied research and 

commercial service trials. Sites were spread far 

and wide, from our irrigated site in Wemen to 

those at Nhill, Horsham, Quambatook and many 

places in between (see pages 7-8 for details). 

As part of the BCG aim to continually improve 

the efficiency of in-field research, we expanded 

the shed space behind the office, purchased a 

Next Instruments CropScan 300b grain quality 

meter and made some improvements to the 

Kingaroy harvester which allowed data to be 

directly input using an iPad.

The Main Field Day site was held on two 

paddocks in Berriwillock, one on my family 

farm (Renneys’) and the other on land owned 

by Garry Summerhayes. Despite low winter 

rainfall, the sites looked excellent on the day. 

Unfortunately, in the dry weeks that followed, 

we soon came to the realisation that the crops 

would not reach their potential. 

Nevertheless, Field Day keynote speaker Dennis 

Hoiberg (Lessons Learnt Consulting) got us all 

laughing as he spoke about the serious topic of 

resilience and reminded us of the importance of 

looking after your mates. 

A number of crop walks and masterclasses held 

throughout the year at satellite trial sites such 

as Nhill and Quambatook were well attended.

I recommend this Research Results handbook 

to you once again. The highly dedicated, 

professional team at BCG has put together 

a wealth of scientific and locally relevant 

information to enable you, our members, to 

make better decisions and convert research 

results into farm profitability.
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