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LESSONS LEARNT FROM 2015

1 You are the most important asset to your 

farm. When the weather is not giving 

you much pleasure, find gratification in 

other things or feed from the energy and 

enthusiasm of others or go on a holiday.

2 Sow spring type crops early to maximise 

yields and minimise yield penalties from 

hot and dry spring conditions.

3 The future is unknowable, so stick to what 

works and don’t complicate things: 

• measure available soil water  

and N at sowing 

• sow on time, ensuring the cultivars 

you use flower early to mid-September 

in the northern Mallee, mid to late 

September in the southern Mallee  

and late September early October for 

the Wimmera 

• apply just enough N to get your  

crops to GS30 

• check BoM forecasts at GS30 to  

guide top-dressing decisions 

• monitor crops regularly to assess how 

your crops are growing and whether 

weeds, insects and diseases pose a 

threat. Paddock walks are still the  

best management tool there is!

4 Do your sums and weigh up the short 

and long-term costs/benefits of insurance 

against a diversified farming system  

(ie. sheep and/or hay).

5 Crop establishment is vitally important to 

give crops a good chance of producing 

anything in a dry year, particularly canola. 

Canola sowing decisions need to be based 

on guaranteed germination. Sow after a 

decent rain or solid forecast in April.

6 Soil type differences are more apparent in 

dry years. Consider whether variable rate 

inputs are an option.

7 El Nino years tend to have a strong 

negative effect on spring rainfall and 

temperature. If the BoM is talking about El 

Nino at the start of the cropping season, 

take notice. Take a risk on frost in these 

years by sowing even earlier, but don’t 

sow the whole farm dry.

8 Hay is an option for farmers to grow for 

a market (oats/vetch/peas), for livestock 

feed or to salvage something from frosts 

or a drought year, but do the sums first. 

Hay also provides a great weed break. 

9 Pulses can be risky, but at worst they fix 

nitrogen and provide a disease break: at 

best they can generate a great return for the 

business as well. Varieties have improved 

enormously. This year with high prices, a 

0.3t/ha lentil crop was the equivalent to a 

1t/ha wheat crop in gross returns.

10 Consider the role of fallow on your farm 

based on the dual benefits of storing 

water and its ability to control problem 

herbicide resistant weeds. 


