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THE YEAR THAT WAS

CROPPING
After a dry finish to 2014, there was 
widespread rain in mid-January, 
ranging from under 10 to over 
25mm. Unfortunately, the areas in 
the southern Mallee which suffered 
most in 2014 and really needed the 
rain generally missed out.

By the middle of February, areas around 

Warracknabeal and parts of the Wimmera had 

received 75mm or more and farmers were busy 

on the sprayer.

At the Trials Review Day, Dale Grey suggested 

the long-term forecast was similar to that of 

2014, with a likelihood of an El Nino developing. 

As with the previous year, the autumn and early 

winter outlook for rainfall was promising, while 

the predictions for spring were consistently 

trending toward dry. 

Despite this, many farmers were encouraged by 

high prices and decided to plant lentils while 

others stuck with their plans to try some of the 

new faba bean varieties in the rotation. The 

temptation to grow canola was easy to resist 

after disappointing yields in 2014 and the early El 

Nino prediction. As the dry conditions continued 

during sowing, there were more fallow paddocks 

around than we’d seen for a while.

Caroline Welsh and Alan Bennett (BCG Board)

Throughout winter, sufficient rain kept falling to 

keep us in the game, with many commenting 

that crop yield potentials were surprisingly 

high given the low rainfall. With last year’s low 

income in mind, and the need for good spring 

rain to bring the crops home, farmers kept a 

close eye on costs and thought twice about 

every nitrogen and spray application.

Once again, some nasty frosts occurred in July 

but had less effect on crops than they did in 

2014 because they weren’t as advanced. Later 

frosts in August affected crops in the Wimmera. 

There were no major widespread pest or 

disease problems, although the balancing act 

of managing weed resistance and chemical 

plantback issues continues to be time 

consuming, particularly for those without 

livestock in the mix. 

By early September at the Main Field Day in 

Berriwillock, site hosts Garry Summerhayes 

and John Renney predicted potential yields of 

2 to 2.5t/ha for their wheat, despite the decile 

1-2 year. Unfortunately the spring rains required 

to achieve those figures never fell. Many areas 

in the BCG catchment received less than 20mm 

for the month. Hot weather, in particularly  

a very hot few days in October, didn’t help.
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As the unfavourable spring conditions 

continued, substantial differences were evident 

between soil types and management practices. 

Crab holes were noticeably greener, and early-

sown crops looked much better than those 

sown later, even by a week or two.

With a lack of good spring rains, many farmers 

made the decision to cut crops for hay (cereals, 

pulses and canola). Conditions were so dry  

that baling halted for some days due to low  

air humidity.

Wind continues to be a problem for Mallee and 

Wimmera farmers, with sandblasting early in the 

season in the Mallee and everyone struggling 

for conditions that would allow them to spray. 

The poor year caused lower yields and quality 

issues in barley in particular. Screenings were 

high, retained samples low and grades of Feed 

3 and 4 were not uncommon. 

Harvest finished very quickly, with many in the 

Mallee done well before the end of November 

and, even in many parts of the Wimmera, 

harvest was over in the first week of December.

LIVESTOCK
With below average rainfall in 
2015 there was no excess feed for 
livestock, although it was generally 
a positive year for sheep and lamb 
producers. 

Prices, both forward and those available in 

sale yards, remained strong throughout the 

year even during peak supply periods in the 

spring. Wool prices continued to strengthen 

and returns were the best for several years. This 

really helped those producers with Merinos in 

their systems. 

Early sown feed crops provided valuable winter 

feed, but there were very limited opportunities 

to graze crops due to the low rainfall. 

Most mixed farmers had good results from 

the livestock part of their business and the 

income was very valuable in a tough year. As 

the season ended, stock were doing well on 

crop stubbles, but careful management will be 

needed to maintain ground cover through what 

is expected to be a continued dry summer.


