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Welcome to the 2017 BCG Season Research Results compendium. 

At BCG we have always aimed to achieve high quality, relevant research for our members.  

With 135 trials (including public and commercial work) across 25 research sites throughout  

the Wimmera and Mallee in 2017, our team has continued to work to not only maintain, but 

improve upon that high standard.

We recently updated our strategic research committee, a group of highly qualified farmers  

and scientists who ensure that BCG meets its obligations as an Approved Research Institute.  

They also oversee the research program, and work with the board and staff to identify blue  

sky research opportunities.

The research team have pinpointed research sites to target specific issues and they improved  

our trial performance scoring system to maximise the percentage of successful trial completions. 

This is the second year BCG has been delivering National Variety Trials in the Mallee and there 

is increased use of drone flights to collect data at the trial and plot level, particularly for NDVI 

readings which is proving especially useful.

It has been a very long growing and harvesting season for BCG research and operations staff due  

to time of sowing and phenology trials which were sowed between early March and late June, right 

through to contract harvesting interstate in late January to early February. Like everyone, the BCG 

team had to tackle heavy stubbles and high mice numbers, but the efforts were well worth it. Crops 

at the main research sites at Curyo and Longerenong looked glorious right up to harvest. 

Despite a busy harvest, as in previous years, staff still found time to release some preliminary variety 

results within a couple of days of trials being harvested. To receive such immediate results, not just 

of yield but protein, test weight, retention percentage and screenings for barley and oil for canola  

is of tremendous interest and use to farmers so we can compare our own immediate results as well 

as start planning for the next year whilst we are still on the header.

Once again whilst the rest of us are enjoying our January holidays, the BCG staff have put together 

this Season Research Results compendium in time for our February Trials Review Day prior to the 

sowing season.

I would like to applaud and thank the BCG team for their efforts in conducting this research and 

presenting it in such a clear and readable format. I encourage you to take the time to look carefully 

through the results and conclusions and hope that they assist you in achieving a profitable 2018.

Caroline Welsh 
Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME


