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What’s happening:  

• Drier conditions have allowed for paddock activities such as rolling to be completed  

• Mice activity is increasing but is still in localised areas  

• Slugs remain a battle for some although earlier sown crops are starting to pull away 

• Baiting snails early has worked well—so far  

• In general, earlier sown canola is approaching first flower and cereals GS31 

• Getting prepared for harvest now must sound crazy but given current part delays, it’s a wise idea 

• Topdressing for many is on hold until more rain is forecast 

 
Table 1. Rainfall (mm) across the Wimmera and Mallee, number in brackets denotes decile for the period. 

Duration 
(mm) 

Ouyen 
Manan

g 
Swan 

Hill 
Sea 
Lake 

Birchip H’toun 
St. 

Arnaud 
Kerang W’beal Longy Nhill Kaniva Boort M’ville 

Nov – Mar 124 (6) 71 (3) 119 (6) 127 (7) 114 (5) 98 (4) 229 (8) 150 (6) 174 (8) 135 (6) 32* 107 (4) 139 (6) 72 (3) 

GSR (Apr –  
Jun) 

130 (9) 116 (9) 137 (9) 107 (8) 99 (7) 120 (8) 151 (7) 133 (9) 140 (8) 123 (7) 108 (6) 117 (5) 119 (7) 114 (8) 

July (to 13th) 1 0 1 2 0 4 0 1 2 1 8 12 0 10 

*No data mid Dec – mid Feb 

 
Climate: Last fortnight very little rain fell across the NW region and this trend looks set to continue for the rest of 
July (see Figure 1). This lack of rainfall can be attributed to our shorter-term climate driver SAM. In recent weeks 
SAM has been strongly positive and is forecast to dip in and out of positive territory for the next fortnight. A +SAM 
has a drying influence on our climate as it limits the number of rain-bearing westerly winds and weather systems 
crossing south-east Australia. Looking beyond July the remaining winter/spring rainfall outlook has a feeling of déjà 
vu to 2021, with talk of another -IOD and La Niña. The IOD index has been hovering around the -0.4°C threshold with 
all models predicting a -IOD event to eventuate. However, it’s looking more and more likely that if it does form its 
greatest impact will be on our spring rainfall.  
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DISCLAIMER: The Birchip Cropping Group Inc. (“BCG”) makes no warranties regarding merchantability, fitness for purpose or otherwise with respect to this report. Any person relying on this report does so entirely at their own risk. BCG and all persons 

associated with it exclude all liability (including liability for negligence) in relation to any opinion, advice or information contained in this report and any consequences arising from the use of such opinion, advice or information to the full extent of the law, 

including but not limited to consequences arising as a result of action or inaction taken by that person or any third parties in reliance on the report. Where liability cannot be lawfully extinguished, liability is limited to the re-supply of the report or payment of 
the cost of resupplying the report. You should seek independent professional, technical or legal (as required) advice before acting on any opinion, advice or information contained in this report. 

 

 
Figure 1. The probability of receiving decile 1 – 2 through to 9 – 10 rainfall for Birchip, Kaniva, St Arnaud and Ouyen 
over the coming fortnight. These decile bars are part of 5 new tools on the BoM Outlooks for forecasting extreme 
events. Source: BoM  

 
Frosty conditions: Frosty conditions have been experienced over the past fortnight. Whilst in general cereal crops 
are yet to reach critical stages for frost damage (stem elongation through to grain fill, peaking at flowering), it is 
important to consider the impacts on herbicide efficacy, particularly grass selectives. Where possible, it is best 
to spray a few days after a frost rather than leading into frosty conditions in order to maximise the efficacy particular 
for products such as clethodim. Under good growing conditions the impact of frost can be less pronounced and is 
dependent on the severity of the frost. Milder frosts may allow spraying for short periods during the warmest part of 
the day to target smaller weeds. Keep herbicide rates robust within label guidelines. Under more severe frosts it is 
likely that weed growth has halted, therefore the best option is to wait for better conditions.  
 
Ester applications: From August 1 (until 30 April), north of the Calder Highway, ester-based products cannot be 
used. For those operating within this restriction zone, prioritise work that requires an ester application then switch 
to amine-based products. Where there are concerns around crop growth stage, a rule of thumb for using MCPA LVE 
(570g active) is 100mL/leaf emerged on the plant. This will help target management within the available window.  
 
Plant-back periods: We are approx. 9 months from our next sowing window so keep in mind plant-back restrictions, 
particularly on sandier soils and those with low organic carbon. The chemistry to be conscious of includes imi’s and 
clopyralid as well as products such as Ally, Velocity, Precept, Igran, Broadstrike, Talinor and Paradigm. Consult labels 
and your agronomists before applying products with lengthy plant-back guidelines that may impact rotations. 
 
Lucerne Flea: In localised patches, lucerne flea damage is occurring. Under severe 
infestations look for transparent patches in the leaf. Damage will generally be worse 
with cold weather and consequently slow growth like we are experiencing. Therefore, it 
is worth monitoring now. As lucerne flea are often concentrated in isolated patches, 
monitor your crops at several location and act accordingly. Damage levels can be used to 
determine whether spraying is necessary. As a guide, 50 mites per 100cm² is the 
threshold to act or an average of 20 small holes per trifoliate on a legume leaf. Note 
lucerne fleas have a high tolerance to synthetic pyrethroids thus this chemical group is 
not recommended for control. 
 
 

Lucerne Flea Damage 
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http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/#/overview/summary/
http://www.weedsmart.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Clethodim-and-Frost-Factsheet-2015.pdf
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Livestock biosecurity: With Lumpy Skin disease and Foot and Mouth disease knocking on our doorstep, it’s 
important to have biosecurity strategies that will help protect against new pests and diseases entering your 
property. Before introducing livestock onto your property, do a background check regarding their health (eg. footrot, 
lice, OJD, and rams for Brucellosis) and potential noxious weed seed risks, obtain a Sheep Health Statement and NVD 
from the vendor, then examine and isolate those sheep from your current sheep for at least 10 days until you are 
confident they are healthy.  
 

Biosecurity signs can be placed on your property entry gate asking visitors to check into the house or shed office, to 
control movement of people, vehicles and ag equipment. Footbaths using a farm disinfectant, e.g. Hibitane or 
Stericide, can be used for workers who have had contact with stock on other properties. Regular monitoring of 
animals for signs of anything unusual including fever, abnormal breathing, discharges from eyes or nose, drooling, 
blisters, sores, sore hooves, ill-thrift and deaths, will enable you to act early. Visit: Australian Farm Biosecurity and 
Agriculture Victoria websites for more information. 
 
Grain market snapshot: 
Large variations in grain prices are common at this time of the year as northern hemisphere crops are progressively 
harvested and their yields and quality come to fruition. As 2022 has more political and economic uncertainties than 
usual it will be no surprise if grain prices bounce around significantly in the coming weeks. In the past two weeks 
canola bids increased by around $80 but have then already given back $60 in the past few days. This week’s USDA 
report had no production surprises, even this lack of fresh news saw prices move slowly lower. There is still a great 
focus on the Black Sea region regarding what will occur in Ukraine.  
Local logistics, how are these running?  A month ago, it was noted that the bulk grain export systems are running 
strongly across all states except for weather related delays in NSW. This is seeing 3 to 4 million tonnes of bulk 
exports per month out of Australia. The all grain export figure for July is 4.5 million tonnes, certainly by far the 
biggest month in 2022.  The below table shows current prices, next harvest’s grain prices and the change across the 
past two weeks, based on Geelong port equivalent as at Wednesday July 13th.     

 

 2021/22 season 2022/23 season 

APW wheat $395 (-$25) $410 (-$20) 

CAN non-GM $812 (+$27) $840 (+$20) 

BAR1 barley $357 (-$32) $360 (-$20) 

Fabas (del Wimmera) $415 (-$40) $400 ( nc ) 

Lentils (del Wimmera) $830 (-$90) $800 (-$80) 

 
BCG research update:  
Last week BCG undertook its first application of Silicon on three trials funded by the future drought fund in 
partnership with The University of Melbourne. Studies have shown that silicon can aid plant defences when disease 
is present and enhances yield under water, heat and frost stress. Through this work BCG hopes to investigate 
silicon’s role in supporting crops through challenging years and whether it can be used as a tool for LRZ growers to 
introduce more marginal practices into their rotations such as winter wheats.  

 

Compiled by Kate Finger with contributions from Tim Rethus, Ali Frischke, James Murray, Tariq Gerardi, Alan Bennett, 
Cameron Taylor, Peter Sidley. 
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https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/animal-diseases/cattle-diseases/lumpy-skin-disease
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/animal-diseases/important-animal-diseases/foot-and-mouth-disease/foot-and-mouth-disease-factsheet
https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Farm-Biosecurity-sign-900x600-V2.pdf
https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/biosecurity-basics-make-your-own-footbath/
https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/about/
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity
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