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What’s happening:  

• Getting urea on time before rain is still challenging and highlights the importance of a clear priority plan. 

• Aphids have been noted in some vetch crops 

• Watching costs and ensuring best bang for buck is important particularly with current volatile grain prices –  

spend could quickly get out of hand this year. 

• Crops for brown manuring are being planned for spraying, particularly in the Mallee and more northern areas 

of the Wimmera to maximise N input and moisture conservation for the next crop 

• With recent rains some diseases may start to become a bigger concern—growers and advisors are noting 

variety ratings, risks and securing fungicide plans to stay ahead of the game. 

Table 1. Rainfall (mm) across the Wimmera and Mallee, number in brackets denotes decile for the period. 

Duration 
(mm) 

Ouyen 
Manan

g 
Swan 
Hill 

Sea 
Lake 

Birchip H’toun 
St. 

Arnaud 
Kerang W’beal Longy Nhill Kaniva Boort M’ville 

Nov – Mar 124 (6) 71 (3) 119 (6) 127 (7) 114 (5) 98 (4) 229 (8) 150 (6) 174 (8) 135 (6) 32* 107 (4) 139 (6) 72 (3) 

GSR (Apr –  
Jun) 

130 (9) 116 (9) 137 (9) 107 (8) 99 (7) 120 (8) 151 (7) 133 (9) 140 (8) 123 (7) 108 (6) 117 (5) 119 (7) 114 (8) 

July (to 27th) 12 6 8 10 13 17 41 12 25 25 29 37 15 16 

*No data mid Dec – mid Feb 

 
Climate  

Whilst there is no official announcement of a -IOD event just yet, it’s likely not too far away. IOD values have been at 

or below the negative threshold of -0.4°C for the past 6 weeks with 8 weeks required for a -IOD to be declared. And 

even though it’s not here yet, the build up i.e. warmer ocean temperatures near Samatra and stronger westerly 

winds are providing ideal conditions for moisture generation and transportation across Australia. A La Niña WATCH is 

still in place and whilst most models predict this will remain for the rest of winter, 4 out of the 7 BoM surveyed 

models indicate a return to La Niña during spring. Over the next fortnight SAM is forecast to remain neutral (no 

influence on our climate) to positive (drying influence for NW Vic).  

 
Nitrogen: crop supply and availability 
Driving around the regions it appears there are some areas of N stress. Where management has been adequate this 
is likely driven by the drier conditions experienced recently with the N applied not being available in the root zone. 
Continue to assess and monitor crop applications and conditions. Where N strategy has been adequate, recent rains 
may see crop health improve over the next few weeks. It does highlight however that crop N uptake is as much 
about position in the soil (availability) as it is about application (supply) and shows that our high yielding years have 
left N reserves depleted in some regions/paddocks. Re-assess yield targets and cost:benefit ratios to see if you are 
still on target for different final outcomes. 
 
Brown manure crops: 
For crops intended for brown manuring timing for termination should be close in many areas over the next few 
weeks if not done already. While peak biomass prior to pod/grain formation is a good target for maximising N 
fixation (generally around flowering), consideration to moisture conservation for the next crop also plays a part and 
therefore earlier termination may help. Generally, growers are intending to use mixes containing glyphosate and 
dicamba to get a good result, some are also looking at double knocks to deal with escapes or species that may be 
more tolerant of glyphosate. If using group 14 products (i.e. Terrad’Or, Sharpen, oxyfluorfen), while handy, they can 
be limited in situations with high biomass levels and can under some conditions impede the activity of systemic 
herbicides (herbicides that can move through the plant), because as a contact herbicide they work so quickly. These 
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may be best incorporated into the second pass where a double knock strategy is being used. When using products 
like dicamba, be aware of sensitive nearby crops and weather conditions to avoid off target risks. 
 
Crop disease update 
Diseases are being observed in cereals and pulse crops in Victoria that may warrant proactive fungicide applications 
to avoid losses. These diseases include stripe rust in wheat, ascochyta blight in lentil and bean, and botrytis grey 
mould/chocolate spot in bean, lentil and vetch. It is relatively early in the season for these diseases indicating that 
there is potential to be high disease pressure for crops in spring.   
Given the outlook for an average to wetter than average August/September, growers and advisors are encouraged 
to inspect these crops and monitor closely for these crop diseases with a view to timely fungicide application if 
warranted. It is important to consult a 2022 disease guide to check variety ratings as ratings may have changed.   
A copy of the 2022 cereal and pulse disease guides are available from Apple Books (just search ‘Victorian disease 
guide’ in the Apple Book store) or the AgVic website, just click Pulse disease guide or Cereal disease guide.  
  
Stripe rust  
The relatively early reports of stripe rust being received in other areas of the country were expected given the 
widespread green bridge across eastern Australia this season. The early detection indicates stripe rust could be 
common across Victoria during the spring months and proactive management may be required in susceptible 
varieties to avoid losses.  
Wheat crops across the state should be monitored for rust with a view to timely fungicide application if warranted. 
Given the early detection, two fungicide applications may be required to avoid losses in susceptible varieties. The 
StripeRustWM App can be used to help make decisions about fungicide application timings. It is important to consult 
a 2022 cereal disease guide to check variety ratings to the newer rust strain. Note that some wheat and durum 
cultivars are now more susceptible to this new strain of stripe rust.   
Stripe rust identification, management, and epidemiology can be found in ‘Identification & Management of Field 
Crop Diseases in Victoria’.  
Growers and advisors are encouraged to adopt a three-step approach to plan for assess and manage stripe rust 
infection.  

1. Review variety ratings using a current cereal disease guide. To ensure the ratings are current. Do not 
use one from previous years. The current Victorian guide can be found here.   
2. Monitor crops closely  
3. Use the StripeRustWM app to support decision making. The app can be downloaded from the Apple 
and Google Play stores. A user guide is also attached for those unfamiliar with the app.  

  
Ascochyta blight  
Current cool, wet conditions have been ideal for the development of ascochyta blight in pulse crops. If heavy rainfall 
occurs during podding, this often results in pod infection.  
The ascochyta blight pathogen that infects chickpeas is particularly aggressive and growers will need to monitor their 
crop carefully and be very proactive in their disease management.   
In other crops the disease can reduce crop yields under severe conditions. Early infections and consistent moist 
canopies will allow the disease to spread and may become severe if conducive conditions persist. These conditions 
will also result in a higher chance of pod infection later in the season if rainfall occurs during podding. Pod infection 
can lead to seed discolouration which results in discounted prices or grain being rejected by some buyers.   
  
Botrytis grey mould (BGM)  
Early intervention is critical to minimise damage as this disease can develop rapidly with the right weather 
conditions. If symptoms are visible, then fungicide application is recommended, even pre-canopy closure.  
If no symptoms are visible pre-canopy closure, then applying the preventative fungicide at canopy closure as per 
normal recommendations should provide adequate protection against botrytis grey mould in lentils. If rainfall 
continues, a follow up fungicide may be necessary.  
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The same pathogen that causes BGM in lentils also causes BGM in vetch. Therefore, vetch crops can act as a 
reservoir and spread BGM   to lentil crops. All vetch varieties are susceptible to botrytis grey mould. Growers are 
encouraged to consider the end use of the crop when making fungicide decisions, in addition to the adjacent crops.   
With recent wet conditions, all pulses growers will need to be pro-active with their disease management. This 
applies to all diseases in all crops. It is advisable to check the latest disease ratings and the relevant definitions for 
the disease ratings in the 2022 Pulse disease guide.  
 
Insects to watch 
There have been some reports of cowpea aphid in vetch. At this time of year, numbers and activity are generally low 
but there may be areas where numbers are higher as carryover from the autumn. Keep an eye out for build up of 
infestations and manage as appropriate. This also applies to other pulse crops. There are not many established 
thresholds and numbers depend a bit on the risk the pest presents as they can also be vectors for virus transmission. 
Further information on cowpea aphid can be found here. 
 
Boom Hygiene 
With the wide spread of crop development in many areas boom hygiene remains important to avoid unnecessary 
costs of crop damage. This will be particularly important now that some crops have completed in season herbicides 
but may need fungicides going forward while some crops may still be receiving herbicides (notably lentils in the 
Wimmera or second grass sprays on pulse crops) Ensure you know your order of activities and clean out 
requirements. 
 
Reducing FMD risk to your business  
Australia does not have Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) and as producers we should take this as a be alert not 
alarmed notice. Staying well informed and having prevention and contingency plans in place will prepare your 
property should situations arise in future. Things that can be done include: 

• This is a team effort – no one strategy will stop it, everyone has a responsibility to remain alert to current 
information and implement their own prevention measures. 

• Watch industry webinars and updates for the most accurate information, eg. VFF webinar or MLA webinar, 
and register for upcoming Ag Vic webinars to be held on 1st August or 4 August. 

• Understand what symptoms to look for. Early detection and reporting are critical. Pop the Emergency Animal 
Disease Watch Hotline number 1800 675 888 into your phone, it is there to help you. 

• Control the ‘border’ at your fenceline 
o Develop a farm Biosecurity plan – visit Australian Farm Biosecurity for guidance with plans 
o Maintain good records of livestock (NLIS), people (stock agents, agros), farm equipment and product 

(feed) movements. Use signage with your contact number asking visitors to check in and out 
o Ask for vendor declaration/health statements when buying stock and isolate them for 10 days on 

entry until confident they’re healthy  
o Apply basic biosecurity – keep boots clean, carry spare boots to wear off-farm, restrict access to 

livestock and holding areas 

• Some businesses will be higher risk than others. Assess your farm risk, and keep the worry and preventative 
actions proportionate to the risk. 

• Contingency plans - if stock are a big part of your business, work through a worst case scenario. Thinking 
about this stuff doesn’t mean it will happen, but will make a huge difference if it does. 

• There is no need to panic. Talk it out with animal health advisers and trusted peers. Plan for the worst hope 
for the best.  

• Don’t let this be a distraction from the money making tasks that need to be done at the moment. 
 
Grain market snapshot: 
The major news on the world grain market in the past fortnight was the geopolitical news that a deal was brokered 
by Turkey and the United Nations to enable Ukraine, one of the world’s biggest grain exporters to move millions of 
tonnes of grain to the world market through its major Black Sea ports. The deal covers three port locations and is for 
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120 days but with the expectation it would be renewed. But reportedly even before the ink dried on the agreement 
there were reports of fresh Russian missile strikes to one of the Ukrainian ports. So only time will tell if the deal is on 
or off. Such confusion and uncertainly on access to these millions of tonnes of wheat, corn, barley and canola 
continues to see prices bounce around but in most cases we are seeing prices continue to head lower in the short 
term. The below table shows current prices and next harvest’s grain prices plus the change across the past two 
weeks, based on Geelong port equivalent as at Tuesday July 26th.     

 

 2021/22 season 2022/23 season 

APW wheat $395 (nc) $400 (-$10) 

CAN non-GM $750 (-$62) $770 (-$70) 

BAR1 barley $340 (-$17) $355 (-$5) 

Fabas (del Wimmera) $395 (-$20) $380 (-$20 ) 

Lentils (del Wimmera) $800  (-$30) $780 (-$20 ) 

 
BCG research update:  

The Mitiamo field site is looking a treat and 
it is only a couple of weeks until the crop 
walk there are plenty of assessments 
taking place. There are visual differences as 
a result of time of sowing in pulses and 
cereals, there are nutrition responses in 
vetch to phosphorus and some disease is 
starting to appear in disease trials. The 
crop walk for the site will be held on 
Wednesday 17th of August from 10am-
12:30. Lunch will be provided so to ensure 
catering is sufficient get in touch with the 
BCG team if you are keen to attend. The 
day, and site is funded by GRDC and 
Murray Dairy. 
 
 
 

Compiled by Kelly Angel with contributions from Tim Rethus, Brad Plant, Kate Finger, Ali Frischke, Nick Zordan, Alan Bennett, 
Cameron Taylor, Matt Elliott, Kate Burke, Adam Campbell, Simon Severin, Cameron Warne, Mark McClean (Ag Vic), Peter 
Sidley. 
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