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What’s happening: 

• July rainfall was above average, soil profiles are filling but not full, topsoil is becoming very wet in some areas 

• Visual N stress is starting to show in some paddocks 

• Mice are around in low numbers but not causing crop damage 

• Some weeds are germinating late, particularly ryegrass and amsinkia 

• Lambing, weaning, shearing and feeding are all happening on the livestock front, pastures are starting to thrive 

Table 1. Rainfall (mm) across the Wimmera and Mallee, number in brackets denotes decile for the period. 

Duration 
(mm) 

Ouyen 
Manan

g 
Swan 
Hill 

Sea 
Lake 

Birchip H’toun 
St. 

Arnaud 
Kerang W’beal Longy Nhill Kaniva Boort M’ville 

Nov – Mar 46 (1) 24 (1) 64 (2) 62 (2) 62 (1) 52 (1) 164 (5) 136 (5) 112 (5) 84 (2) 113 (5) 81 (1) 86 (2) 48 (1) 

April – July 85 (2) 81 (2) 81 (2) 95 (3) 91 (2) 79 (1) 181 (4) 84 (1) 122 (3) 143 (4) 87 (1) 209 (6) 95 (1) 83 (2) 

July 38 (7) 36 (7) 33 (6) 39 (7) 44 (7) 42 (7) 71 (7) 34 (5) 46 (6) 56 (7) 47 (8) 98 (9) 37 (5) 44 (7) 

August 1 – 11 15 13 10 18 19 17 16 12 19 22 8 15 18 14 

  
Climate: The -IOD continues with most models predicting it to last through to the end of spring. Currently the cloud 
and pressure patterns are not quite displaying ‘true’ -IOD characteristics suggesting that this event may not be as 
strong as previous years. We are still likely to experience wetter and milder conditions for the rest of the season. The 
wetter and milder outlook is also being driven by the strong easterly trade winds and cool central Pacific Ocean 
temperatures. These are La Niña like drivers, with some climate models predicting a La Niña may occur in spring. 
Over the next fortnight, showery conditions are likely to continue as SAM remains neutral and the sub-tropical ridge 
is located further north than its normal winter position, providing opportunities for fronts to sweep across NW Vic.  
 
Soil moisture update: Soil moisture has increased in the second half of July and early August. Soils are very wet in 
the surface layers (~40 cm) and are now primed to allow further water infiltration. Crop water use will also start to 
increase as crops continue to elongate, temperatures begin to rise and days lengthen. 
 
Crop inspections: The recent good growing conditions have provided a great opportunity to identify issues within 
paddocks. Observe herbicide efficacy, N stress in crops and machinery performance from sowing or spreading.  
 
Mice: Recent monitoring indicates localised mice activity at low to moderate 
levels throughout the district. Observing active burrows may not be the best 
method of determining mice presence in paddocks with good levels of cover. 
Chew cards are a good indication of mice presence, the telltale mice signs are 
droppings on the cards and small teeth marks leaving a shredded card. Mice 
are not currently feeding on crops but continue to monitor as crops develop. 
Research indicates greater efficacy from the new double strength zinc 
phosphide baits. 
 
Late weed germinations: Several paddocks have late germinating weeds 
which will be important to manage if possible. Where crop competition is poor 
there is the potential for weeds to set large amounts of seed. Additionally, we 
don’t want to be genetically shifting a weed population towards the late 
germinators. In many areas there is an opportunity to apply additional 
herbicides before crops reach cut-off stages for herbicide use however the 

Figure 1. Chew card damage from mice in 
the northern Mallee. Photo: K. Angel 
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window for selective grass weed control in pulses will soon close. Weed inspections now will help prioritise harvest 
weed seed strategies. 
Fungicide supply: Due to good growing conditions in many regions and a favourable spring outlook, fungicide 
demand is high. Wimmera-Mallee crops are slower than those in many other regions, therefore our fungicide needs 
will fall later than others. This may result in supply pressure in our region. Growers are encouraged if they foresee 
the need for fungicides to organise these early. Understand varietal genetic disease resistance and yield potentials to 
ensure you are considering the right products for the right situation. Given increasing fungicide resistance 
incidences, consider rotating your fungicides with a low cost (but effective) option first followed by a different mode 
of action/mix with potentially a higher cost for the second spray if required. Several new products are registered for 
use in multiple crops for multiple diseases. These could be useful to have in the shed. 
Septoria Tritici Blotch (STB): STB may be a risk while we continue to have showery weather. Research suggests: 
1. If the yield potential is over 3t/ha, the chance of yield loss increases 
2. If your variety is rated SVS or VS and the paddock has grown wheat in the past 2 years you should be proactive 
3. If conditions for prolonged leaf wetness remain, the risk increases.  
Crops should be monitored for STB development in the lower canopy with a view to apply a fungicide at GS31 and 
monitor to see if a follow up is required at GS39. Where crops are clean and past GS31, continue to monitor for STB 
and other diseases. 
Pulse diseases: While forecasts are favorable, monitoring pulse crops for disease and protecting yield will be 
necessary. Understand varietal genetic resistance for the various diseases then use the following decision tree to 
help with crop management decisions. Generally targeting fungicide applications just prior to canopy closure will 
maximise coverage and economic return. With promising prices, there will be lower break-even returns, which may 
allow easier decision making. 

Figure 3. Pulse disease decision tree (a guide for fungicide application)  

 

1. Rotation 
Pressure

• Pulses <1 crop in 3 years - monitor

• Pulses > 1 crop in 3 years - Step 2

2. Biomass 
amount/Canopy 

Closure

• < 2t/ha or more than 2 weeks from closure - monitor

• > 2t/ha or near canopy closure - Step 3

3. Variety 
Resistance Status

• MR-R rating - monitor

• VS-S-MS rating - Step 4

4. Forecast rain or 
canopy wetness 

next 14 days

• No rain, crop dry early in day - monitor

• Showers/rain and/or canopy saturated for 12+ hours/day - Step 5

5. Yield Potential

• < 1t/ha unlikely to be economically viable (need to consider grain and input prices)

• 1-3t/ha - standard product selection (subject to grain price)

• > 3t/ha - consider using best products available (throw the kitchen sink at it)
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Livestock:  
Weaner ill-thrift is the 4th largest production loss, but prevention costs less than one fifth of that. Aim for >95% 
weaner survival to 1 year of age. Start with a 5-week joining (2 cycles) to avoid a tail in your weaner mob. Wean no 
later than 12 – 14 weeks after the start of lambing. At 4 – 6 weeks lambs get most energy from milk but this tapers 
right off over 8 – 12 weeks and you’ll notice lambs start drifting further away from the ewes to graze, competing for 
the same feed.  
Wean earlier if feed is tight to help with ewe’s recovery before next mating. If feeding grain or pellets after weaning, 
start imprint feeding lambs with the same feed and feeder before weaning (at least 4 – 5 times over 2 weeks) so they 
recognise the supplement later and their rumens will be well adapted. After weaning, running a few older ewes with 
the lambs will help them to continue the training and get paddock bearings. Vaccinate lambs at marking with the 
second dose at weaning. Weigh lambs so they get the correct vaccine dosage and check they are at least 45% of their 
adult weight.  
To continue growth, draft into weight groups to manage light ones and supply high protein feed to keep gaining 1kg 
every month after weaning. Keep monitoring their health and weight regularly to ensure they’re meeting growth 
rate targets for desired markets. Weaning stress will cause a setback, so if marketing straight off mothers, leave 
them on ewes until 13 – 14 weeks, but if you’re marketing 8 – 12 weeks post weaning, don’t delay weaning. 
 
Hay markets: Talk has been that hay markets are not very enticing. This in combination with a wet outlook is enough 
to make hay producers nervous. At this stage oaten hay prices are sitting around $150 – $170/t however there is 
potential for demand for high quality oaten hay from exporters if we can get it in the shed. Managing issues such as 
disease and nutrition that impact on quality and/or the visual appearance will need to be considered in light of 
pricing and yields that can be achieved. The vetch hay situation is really interesting. Fears of shortages are increasing 
with a reduced area sown down and some crops looking like they will be better suited to brown manure than hay 
because of limited biomass and no value in cutting. Current pricing is around $190 – $200/t with room for 
improvement if the shortage eventuates.  
Grain market snapshot:  The northern hemisphere harvest seems to drag on for months, right now harvesting is 
underway in Black Sea. In the Black Sea regions production forecasts are decreasing with very few yields exceeding 
expectations. Concerns persist for the North American spring crop (wheat, corn, soybeans) and for the Canadian 
wheat, canola, barley and lentil crop due to ongoing dry weather. As a result, our local prices have been on the 
increase, thus good opportunities exist to sell old season grain in warehouse and on farm. If you are looking to 
contract new season grain, please remember to first have a good look at your own crop’s potential and know what 
proportion of your crop you are committing too. The below table shows new crop grain prices, based on Geelong 
port equivalent as at August 9th 2021.   
Table 1. Indicative wheat, barley and canola prices, Geelong port zone as at 9 August 2021. 

Commodity 2021/22 season Compared with last fortnight 

APW wheat $330 Up $20 

CAN non-GM $830 Up $20 

BAR1 barley $262 Up $8 

Faba beans (del Wimmera) $390 Up $25 

Lentils (del Wimmera) $900 Up $65 

 
BCG research update: With Septoria a hot topic we took some time to see what is happening at the BCG Southern 
Mallee research site. In early sown irrigated wheat (mid-April), there are very low levels of Septoria present on the 
lowest leaves. These crops received a GS31 fungicide and are currently at GS49. In trials sown mid-May where no 
fungicides have been applied, no Septoria was observed in varieties rated SVS (Razor CL). Rotation is the driver here 
with the last three years being barley-barley-vetch. In another trial, where inoculated infected wheat stubble is 
creating a higher risk scenario, the SVS and S lines had low levels of infection on the lowest leaves and will be 
monitored further through the season to determine disease development and assess management strategies. 

 

Compiled by Kelly Angel with contributions from James Murray, Tim Rethus, Peter Sidley, Gen Clarke, Kate Finger, Ali 
Frischke, Alan Bennett, Brad Plant, Kate Burke, Steve Henry, Colin Peace, Dale Boyd, Jono Dyer. 
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